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”Watch and pray so you will not fall into temptation.  The 
Spirit is willing, but the body is weak” 

The word “opportunity” is described as a set 
of circumstances that gives us a choice to do 
something.  An opportunity puts us at a 
crossroads to make a decision; we can either 
accept or reject the opportunity before us. 
 

I suppose an opportunity could fall under one 
of two headings or descriptions. 
                                            
  GOOD    or     BAD 
 

Here are some examples: 
 

GOOD:  We learn of someone in our Church 
family who has faced some difficult times 
either financially, or with illness, or grief.  We 
now have an opportunity!  We can provide 
help in some manner, or we can ignore the 
situation and just decide to keep to 
ourselves.  The “good” opportunity is to show 
our love for that person, and help in any way 
that we can, including spiritual help through 
prayer.  I don’t believe that harm can ever 
come out of showing our love for someone.  
 

Another example…We witness an auto 
accident, and there are injuries involved, and 
no first responders are yet on the scene. We 
have the opportunity to offer whatever help 
we can, or we can roll on by. I would suggest 
that we have an opportunity to do good, and 
help those involved in the accident. 
 

Galatians 6:10:  Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all  people, 
especially to those who belong to the family 
of believers. 
 

BAD:  In this example, we are getting our 
morning coffee at a local convenience store, 
and the sales clerk is behind the counter.  The 
clerk must run into the back room to get an 
item from inventory.  We now have the 
opportunity to help ourselves to a yummy 
looking donut, and simply put it in our pocket. 
The opportunity that presents itself is a free 
treat for later in the day. Even though it is only 
a donut, we have made a “bad” opportunity 
choice. 
 

Another example, that is a little fuzzier, may be 
an opportunity to cheat on our income taxes. 
We have seen many government officials 
jailed for different reasons, almost all of which 
involve them doing something improper for 
financial gain.  The same can be said for many 
corporations, and even entities that profess to 
doing good through charitable works.  It 
becomes obvious that there is so much 
corruption going on in our world; it almost 
seems fair that we hold back on paying our  
legitimate amount of taxes.  We can reason 
that our tax dollars are going to be wasted by 
some corrupt official.  The problem is that we 
must always do what is lawful, and make the 
correct opportunity selection.  To hold back on 
paying our taxes is a “bad” opportunity 
decision.  
 

Matthew 26:41.…Watch and pray so that you 
will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing 
but the body is weak. 
 

Ephesians 5: 15-17.…Be very careful then 
how you live-not as unwise but as wise, 
making the most of every opportunity, because 
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the days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord’s will is. 
 

There is no question that we always want to 
choose the “good” opportunity over the “bad” 
opportunity.  As Christians, we must always 
examine the opportunities that we face.  As shown 
in the above examples, sometimes selecting the 
“good” opportunity is a pretty obvious choice.  In 
other cases, the decision making is not as easy. 
Satan loves to cloud the issues by giving us 
temptations that twist our thinking, and lead us 
into sin.  The flesh is indeed very weak and can 
be easily manipulated. 
 

However, there is a way that we can make the 
choice to go for the “good” opportunity every 
single time!!!!  The answer is not for us to rely on 
ourselves and our own “brilliant” decision making 
skills.  We need to rely on the counseling of the 
Holy Spirit, if we are going to take advantage 
of the “good” opportunities, and at the same 
time reject the “bad” opportunities.  Our calling 
on the Spirit, and using Him for discernment, 
guidance, and truth is our only way.  Asking the 
Spirit to come into our lives, and listening, and 
obeying His directions is the ONLY way we can 
take advantage of all the “good” opportunities that 
present themselves through our daily life. 
 

Romans 8:8-9.….Those controlled by the flesh 
cannot succeed.  You, however, are not controlled 
by the flesh but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God 
lives in you. 
 
Galatians 5:16.….So I say, live by the Spirit, and 
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 
Bob Hettlinger 
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TLC 
Together Loving Christ 

Are you sharing in the  

exciting and spiritual  
blessings of studying  

 God’s Word and  
discovering how it  

applies to your  
contemporary life?  

 

Join with us in our 

Adult Study Group  
at Sunny Place every 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Grow in the Word! 

Sunday Morning Worship  10:45 a.m. 
 

   Kid’s Rock available  

   for children ages five to nine 

 
  Nursery Services Provided 

Visit us at:   www.SunnyPlaceChurch.org 

 

S u n d a y ,  J a n u a r y  4 ,  2 0 1 5  
 

       

                     Join us at 5:00 p.m. at 
Pastor   Pastor Pete & Carla’s  
    for an Open House!  

            



 

In Psalm 15, King David reflected on what it means to follow God.  Here are two 

different versions of Psalm 15.  Why don’t you take time to look at both versions?  Look 

for words that jump out at you.  How can you apply this psalm to your life? 

Psalm 15:1-5 (NIV Version) 

 

A psalm of David. 

LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 

    Who may live on your holy mountain? 

The one whose walk is blameless, 

    who does what is righteous, 

 

     who speaks the truth from their heart;  

 

     whose tongue utters no slander,  

     who does no wrong to a neighbor, 

     

     and casts no slur on others; 

 

 

     who despises a vile person 

 
 

    but honors those who fear the LORD; 

 

who keeps an oath even when it hurts, 

    and does not change their mind; 

 

who lends money to the poor without interest; 

    

who does not accept a bribe against the 

innocent. 

Whoever does these things will never be 

shaken. 

 

Psalm 15 1-5 (New King James Version) 

 

A psalm of David. 

 

LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? 

Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 
  

He who walks uprightly, 

     

 And works righteousness, 

     

 And speaks the truth in his heart; 

 

He who does not backbite with his tongue, 

     

Nor does evil to his neighbor, 

     

Nor does he take up a reproach against his 

friend; 

 

In whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

 

    But he honors those who fear the LORD; 

 

He who swears to his own hurt and does not 

change; 

 

He who does not put out his money at usury, 

     

Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

 

 

He who does these things shall never be 

moved. 
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Opportunity is the amount of time, or a situation in which, something 

can be done.  (Reference:  www.learnersdictionary.com) 
 

Putting others before yourself.  Are there times when you can do 

something for someone else, so that God can be glorified because of 

your actions? 
 

Place your heart in God’s hands.  When was the last time you were 

honest with God, and told him how you felt about the things you 

struggle with?  How about the things you are thankful for? 
 

O Come let us adore Him!  Take time to worship Christ our Lord! 

 

Refuse to give in.  Do you ever feel pressured to belong?  You can be 

the one that gives others an alternative choice, and do what’s right. 

 

Take time to read God’s word. 
 
 
 

Use your gifts to glorify Him or encourage others. 
 

 

 

Knowing who is in control.  Who is in control in your life?  “...Those 

controlled by the flesh cannot succeed.  You, however, are not controlled by the flesh 
but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.”   Romans 8:8-9 

 

Incorporate God into conversations whenever He leads you to do this. 
 

The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never 

leave you nor forsake you.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”   Deut. 31:8 

 

Yes, you can “...live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 

flesh.”   Galatians 5:16  



 

Minutes of the Elder’s Meeting, held on December 3, 2014 
 

Attendees:  Phyllis Clark, Bob Hettlenger, Ted Gehman, Pastor Weber, Sam Jacob, Chuck Bender,  
Paul Gigous, and Shyam Nair . 
  
Devotion and Prayer:  Psalm 119: 9-16.  In these verses, we see David with a list of ways he will follow 
the Lord.  His and our goal is to do what God says.  The more we pay attention to what God says the 
better off we will be.  David lays out a path to stay focused on God.  Live according to Gods word.  
Seek Him with ALL Your Heart.  Hide his words in your heart.  Distractions, temptations, and 
weakness allow Satan to find a way to get at us.  Follow the law God writes on our hearts; meditate on 
his word and rejoice in Gods workings in us, through us, and around us.  As leaders, we must set the 
tone and be the example of Christ.  Learn from the word of God and walk day by day with God. 
  
Ministry Reports 
Treasurer:  Budgeted bank balance on 12/03/2014 was $1,492.07 
Worship:  The search for a Worship Leader is ongoing.  Our first candidate has taken another position.  
The next candidate will be contacted and interviewed further.  Church service music has been chosen 
for the holiday season services and special music will be provided by the youth of the church. 
Christian Education:  There is a meeting scheduled next week. 
Hospitality & Encouragement:  Several boxes of Christmas gifts were sent to the military troops.  Focus 
on new members to the church, planning visits, and encourage life of the Church.  Cards and flowers 
have been sent for birthdays, anniversaries, and to those who are ill or unable to attend church. 
Missions:  There is no meeting planned at the present time. 
Prayer and Devotion:  There is no meeting scheduled at the present time.  The Afternoon of Prayer is 
being held the 21

th
 of December following a light lunch at the Church always the 3

rd
 Sunday of each 

month. 
Stewardship & Support Services:  The Stewardship team has been active in cleaning and remodeling 
the parsonage. A fresh coat of paint on the inside of the home is nearly complete, bathroom remodel is 
nearly complete, electric upgrades are mostly done.  We would like to complete the inside part of the 
project by mid Feb. 
Ladies Ministry:  The Ladies ministries will be working on their 2015 schedule.  There is a Ladies 
Christmas Party at the Jacob’s home the 6

th
 of December. 

Evangelism & Outreach:  The Gingerbread workshop is in full swing with over 75 responses to the 
event and more calling to sign up.  Registration was closed a week before the event.  We would like to 
be able to find ways to accept more families in the future so that no one will be turned away.  Work 
space can be added and additional volunteers will be welcome. 
Fellowship:  There is no meeting scheduled at the present time 
Men’s Ministries:  Will meet the 13

th
 of December, the 2

nd
 Saturday of each month, 8:30 AM.  All men 

are welcome.  Breakfast and devotion is the format. 
  
Old & New Business: 
 Annual reports from the ministry teams are due now, all budgets are due, please hand them in. 
 Our Capital Funds pledges are now at $173,765.  Funds are at work on the parsonage with the 

parking lot to follow in the spring of 2015.  Praise the Lord.  Follow-through committee members for 
the campaign have been selected. 

 Elders nominations are in. 
 Budget for 2015 has been reviewed in detail.  Updates will be added before the January 7

th
 meeting, 

when the budget will be finalized. 
 Assignments for the 2015 Connect, monthly topics is complete. 
  
The next Elders Meeting will be held Wednesday, January 7, 2015.  



 

January Sunday School Line-Up 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
  

  

  

Children’s Classes 
 

 

Grades 1-6 led by Carla Weber 
Youth   7-12    led by Kim Gehman  

   & Chuck Bender 

Nursery services are provided 

 

“Jesus is Greater...” 
 

 

Study led by John Gryparis 
on the Book of Hebrews 

Adult  

Bible  

Study 

 

 

Thursday Evenings  
7:00 p.m.  

at Sunny Place 

 

 

“Jesus in 3-D” 
 

A study through the          
Synoptic Gospels 
led by Pastor Pete 

Come and Get It!  

 

Men’s Ministry Breakfast! 
 

Feeding the body, mind, and spirit. 
 
 

Saturday, January 10, 2015  

from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

 

Ladies Breakfast! 
 
 

Saturday, January 24, 2015  

9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at Sunny Place 

 Bring family and friends;  

all ladies are welcome. 

Outreach will be collecting food and gently used clothing 
throughout the year for the needy in our local community. 

 Some of the needs include... 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
 

4 5 

 

6 

 

7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

18 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Light Lunch          
12:30 p.m. 

Annual 
Business 
Meeting 

Sweet Hour of  
Prayer  

at Sunny Place 

 

Adult Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  
at Sunny Place 

Ladies 
Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. 

at Sunny Place 

Elder’s 
Meeting       

7:00 p.m.at 
Sunny Place 

Adult Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  
at Sunny Place 

Christian        
Education 
Meeting                

7:15 p.m. at 
Sunny Place 

 2015 

 

Men’s 
Breakfast   

8:30-10:00a.m. 
at Sunny Place 

Pastor’s Open 
House  

5:00 p.m.          
at Pete & 

Carla’s House 

Adult Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  
at Sunny Place 

Adult Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  
at Sunny Place 


