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““I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way  
which thou shalt go...”      

A couple of years ago, I had the 
opportunity to put together/assemble a 
new lawn mower.  Having worked with 
the experts during the Lawn Mower Tune 
Up at the church, I thought I knew enough 
to put it together.  My friend, of course, 
had more experience in all things 
mechanical.  To make a long story short, 
both of us felt that the manual was what it 
was supposed to be… a guide for the 
novice.  We finished with the assembly 
and it looked very good, but, it would not 
start!  So, finally, we went back to the 
manual, and everything was assembled 
just the way it was described.  By this 
point, frustration levels were just getting 
higher and we thought we found the 
reason… the manual was probably 
written for the wrong model!!! 
 
With that new found knowledge, we 
marched off to the repair center of the 
store.  The mechanic looked at us, heard 
our story, and walked to the back of the 
truck with no tools and stared at the lawn 
mower, as if he was going to breathe 
some life into it.  With a wide grin, he 
loosened the edge of the handles and 
pulled it back a wee bit, and tightened the 
handles again.  He got it off the truck and 
started it with just a pull at the cord.  We 
tried to hide our sheepishness by pointing 
to the “installing the handle” section.  And 

then, we realized that in our “knowledge”, 
we had ignored the direction for, “the 
distance the handle needs to go into the 
motor”. 
 
Just one line and that made all the 
difference.  Ignoring, or failing to notice, 
that one line, in the instructions provided, 
made all the difference between having a 
running motor and a dead one.  
 
The same goes with our daily lives.  We  
may think we know it all, and have it all, 
and that reading our instruction manual 
may seem a superfluous waste of time.  
 
Today’s world has produced an information 
explosion unparalleled in human history. 
Instant access to volumes of knowledge in 
the palm of your hand.  Yet, with all that we 
have learned and all that’s been written, 
man’s wisdom is still impotent to answer 
life’s most basic spiritual questions. 
 
I once read an article by a psychiatrist on 
how to deal with depression.  A section 
entitled “Reprogramming Your Conscious 
Mind” was fascinating.  Her first suggestion 
was that every time you have a negative 
thought, shout ”Cancel!!”  She also 
recommended sleep programming—
playing a tape recording all night that 
contains lots of positive feedback. During 
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the day, according to her, you should listen to 
positive music. 
 

The doctor also thought it would be helpful to 
cultivate a meaningful spiritual philosophy.  
She said you need to find a belief system that 
works for you—any will do—but be sure to 
avoid people who talk about sin and guilt.  Her 
final recommendation was to find the light in 
yourself.  Unfortunately, that is the best 
human wisdom can do. 
 

Now, compare this doctor’s advice to find “a 
belief system that works for you”, with one of 
the so called great TV preacher’s sermons.  I 
have been following, very curiously, the 
preaching of a very “popular” preacher on a 
Sunday morning channel.  The congregation 
is quite sizable and impressive.  In the five 
weeks or so that I have heard him preach, I 
found a couple of interesting things.  He 
always starts off with a joke, gets the crowd to 
have a good laugh, and drop their guard.  He 
then gets onto a very general topic, like falling 
sick or losing a job, and after a very superficial 
attempt to prove that no matter what your loss 
or pain is; the situation could be changed by 
just believing in the change within you.  The 
thought process of  the so called preacher 
seems so similar to the “worldly” wisdom of 
“finding the light within oneself” and “a belief 
system that works for you”.   
 

Apparently, God and Jesus are somewhere there 
in the preacher’s picture of a limited edition of 
God’s manual to life.  But, the general picture is 
of creating prosperity.  I am all for prosperity, but, 
when importance is given to the self rather than 
God’s wisdom, then there is a problem.   

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths.”  
 

If a simple thing like a lawn mower could become 
a deadweight because of not following the 
instruction manual, because of following the 
“inner light of self-assumed knowledge”, and 
worldly preacher’s expertise from “expert 
friends”; imagine the precipice we are heading to 
if we let go of the greatest instruction manual 
ever available, given freely in God’s infinite love 
through His son Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior.  God has been very clear in leading us to 
seek His instructions and directions to lead us 
on. 
 

Psalm 32:8:  “I will instruct thee and teach 
thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with mine eye.” 
 

Prayerfully, 

Shyam Nair 

 
PS . On the lighter side: 
 Men and directions…. 
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The children of Israel wandered around the 
desert for forty years. Even in Biblical times, 

men wouldn’t ask for directions !! 



Connecting Families With The Love Of Christ 

901 E. Oak Street, Addison, IL 60101 

 

TLC 
Together Loving Christ 

Are you sharing in the  

exciting and spiritual  
blessings of studying  

 God’s Word and  
discovering how it  

applies to your  
contemporary life?  

 

Join with us in our 

Adult Study Group  
at Sunny Place every 

Thursday at 7:00 p. m. 

 
 

Grow in the Word! 

Sunday Morning Worship  10:45 a.m. 
 

   Kid’s Rock available  

   for children ages five to nine 

 
  Nursery Services Provided 

Visit us at:   www.SunnyPlaceChurch.org 

 

 

 

“Fruit of the Healthy Spirit” 

Sunday, June 7th at 12:30 p.m. 

at Sunny Place 

Come join us as Ryan 

Fleming leads a 

discussion on eating 

healthy. 



    Woman’s Ministry Outing 

    Saturday June 27 at 9:30 am 
 
Sunny Place Sisters, 
 

Let’s take a hike in a forest, tour an authentically restored  

Dutch Windmill, view a Japanese garden and possibly tour  

a “villa” designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.  All of these natural and  

historic places are located in the Fabyan Forest Preserve in  

Geneva, IL.  There are over 235 acres in the preserve located on  

both sides of the scenic Fox River. 

 

Save the date – Saturday, June 27 - meet at the Route 25 entrance  

parking lot at 9:30am.  The Windmill is highly visible from the  

parking lot. We have reserved a private tour of the windmill  

at 10am.  It is a National Historic Place, completely restored in  

2004.  From the windmill we can casually walk on the paths and  

bridges from the east side to the west side of the Fox River.  The Japanese garden and the “villa” can 

be viewed and photographed.  We can wander in the woods or ladies can leave for other activities 

departing around noon.  The public tour of the Fabyan “villa” Museum will be at 1pm for those who 

are interested.  This indoor tour will take about 40 minutes.  There are many restaurants in the area 

for sisters to lunch together for those who have time to spend in the Fox Valley. 

 

        

       Ladies who live close to our church, we plan on  

       having a car pool from our church to Geneva, about a  

       45 minute drive.  Meet in the parking lot at our church  

       at 8:45 am.  The Forest Preserve park entrance is located 

       on Rt. 25 just south of Geneva. 

 

 

 

 

The cost of the windmill tour is $2. The cost of the optional “villa” tour is $3. Other than these tours, 

there will not be any fees or expenses.  Please make a reservation with Nona or Margaret.  For more 

information, go to www.kaneforest.com and click on Fabyan Forest Preserve or contact Nona at 630-

220-4298 

 

Men’s Breakfast will be taking the summer off. 

They are planning to start meeting again in September. 

http://www.kaneforest.com
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June, 2015 

Finding Direction for our Lives 
 

Proverbs are statements that express a truth about human behavior.  These short statements can be 

found in many different cultures as well as in the Bible.  Have you ever read the book of Proverbs?  

The purpose of the book of Proverbs is to give people guidance and direction on how to live their 

lives.  It is based on God’s wisdom, not our own. 
 

Proverbs 3 

Here are a few proverbs from Proverbs 3. 

 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 

for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 
 

 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of 

your heart.  Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 
 

 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 
 

 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD
 and shun evil. 

This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 
 

 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; 

then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
 

 My son do not despise the LORD’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, 

because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in 
 

 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, for she is more profitable than 

silver and yields better returns than gold.  She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can 

compare with her. 
 

 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 

Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace.  She is a tree of life to those who take hold 

of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed. 
 

 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; 

by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew. 
 

 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound judgment and 

discretion; they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck.  Then you will go on your 

way in safety, and your foot will not stumble. 

 



Minutes of the Elders Meeting, held on May 6, 2015 

 
 
Attendees:  Ted Gehman, Bob Helttlenger, Sham Nair, Pastor Weber, Sam Jacob, Chuck Bender, Paul 
Gigous. 
 
Devotion and Prayer:  Ephesians 2: 1-10.  In these verses, Paul writes to us about God’s love and mercy 
for us.  We are reminded of our past as sinners, our present as Christians, and our future, with Christ our 
Lord and Savior.  Our past was one of wrath fueled by feelings and emotions.  Our present is one that is in 
Christ and Christ in us.  We are now alive with Christ.  It is by the grace of God, that we have been saved 
through faith.  It is the gift of God.  We need to be aware of God's gift to us and search out what He wants 
us to do.  We need to look for His direction in all that we do. 

 
Ministry Reports: 
Treasurer:  Budgeted bank balance, $1,678.84. 
 

Worship:  There were no meetings this past month.  The worship leader search is ongoing.  A new 
candidate is being reviewed and plans are being made to have him lead the worship service the 31

st
 of 

May.  (This will happen on June 21st instead.) 
 

Christian Education:  There was no meeting this month. 

Hospitality & Encouragement:  Focus on new members to the church, planning visits and encouragement 
for the Church.  Planning is underway to take our new church members out to lunch.  Cards and flowers 
have been sent for birthdays, anniversaries and to those who are ill or unable to attend church. 
 

Missions:  The Missions Festival for 2015 has just come to a close. Pledges are being counted and there 
are some still coming in.  A total will be available next week. 
 

Prayer and Devotion:  There are three new fliers in the bulletins, Lifting My Wife Through Prayer; Lifting My 
Children Through Prayer; and Lifting My Husband Through Prayer. 
 

Stewardship & Support services:  The Stewardship team has a meeting planned for the 20
th
 of May, 

6:30pm at the church.  The final touches are going into the parsonage.  The last of the floor moldings, 
touch up painting and general cleaning of walls, windows and floors will be completed this month.  A new 
roof will be installed on the parsonage and garage this month. 
 

Ladies Ministry:  The Ladies outing has been rescheduled for the 27
th
 of June.  The 5 week bible study has 

been completed. 
 

Evangelism & Outreach:  The team is in need of volunteers to help with planning and up coming events.  
The community table event has been taken off the event calendar. 

 

Fellowship:  There is no meeting scheduled at the present time. 

 

Men’s Ministries:  The men's breakfast and devotion will take the summer off, and start up again in the fall. 

 
 

Old & New Business: 

 The Worship Leader position search is in progress, new candidate will be in church soon. 
 Sam will be preaching June 28

th
 and July 5

th
 . 

 The July Elder’s Meeting will be on the 8
th
 . 

 

The next Elder’s meeting will be held on Wednesday the 3
rd

 of June.  



 

May Sunday School Line-Up 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
  

  

  

Children’s Classes 
 

 

Grades 1-6      led by Carla Weber 
Youth   7-12    led by Kim Gehman &     
Chuck Bender 

Nursery services are provided 

 

“Life Principles” 
 

 

Study led by John Gryparis 
 

Adult  
Bible  
Study 

 

 

Thursday Evenings  
7:00 p.m.  

at Sunny Place 

 

 

“Jesus in 3-D” 
 

A study through the        
Synoptic Gospels 
led by Pastor Pete 

The fruit of the Healthy Spirit 
Sunday June 7th  at  12:30 pm  

 

"Do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 

received from God?"  

               1 Corinthians 6:19  
 

 

As a temple of the Holy Spirit, we need to 

carefully choose the food we eat to maintain a 

healthy temple.  
 

Ryan Fleming has studied nutrition since a 

young person.  He will engage us with 

explanations about food, it's nutritional content, 

or the lack of it.   
 

This one hour session will inform us and 

provide practical advice to use the next time we 

plan meals or shop for groceries.  

All are invited to stay for Ryan's nutritional 

session.  A healthy, light snack will be 

offered.  For more information contact Ryan or 

Nona.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

7 8 

 

9 

 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 

21 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

 

28 29 30     

Light Lunch          
12:30 p.m. 

& 
Sweet Hour of  

Prayer  
at Sunny Place 

 

Stewardship 
Meeting                  

6:30 p.m.            
at Sunny Place 

“Fruit of the 
Healthy Spirit” 
Presentation 
led by Ryan 
Fleming at 
12:30 p.m. 

2015 

NO 
Adult Bible 

Study 
7:00 p.m.  

at Sunny Place 

Elder’s 
Meeting                  

7:00 p.m.            
at Sunny Place 

Adult Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  
at Sunny Place 

Adult Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  
at Sunny Place 

Ladies Tour 
of Fabyan 
Woods in 
Geneva, IL 
9:30 a.m. 

Father’s Day 

Adult Bible 
Study 

7:00 p.m.  
at Sunny Place 


